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superior to one less generally recognised, he will exert a
greater moulding influence upon the abstract sentiments
of his readers, simply because their knowledge that so
many others admire, and have admired, this author,
increases by mass-suggestion and sympathy their admira-
tion for him, and so increases also their receptivity towards
him and all his opinions and expressions.

In all this absorption of the more refined parts of the
moral tradition, the native disposition of the individual
will make itself felt more or less. If the training of the
moral sentiments is most carefully and skilfully super-
vised from the first years of life, the native disposition
will make itself felt, not so much in the nature of the
abstract objects for which, sentiments of liking and dis-
liking are acquired, but rather in the strength of the
various sentiments and the force of the emotions awakened
within them. But if, as is more usually the case, a certain
liberty of choice is allowed to the young mind, its native
disposition exerts a greater selective influence, and, by
determining the choice of admired models, may lead to
a vastly greater development of some of the moral senti-
ments than of others. And, no matter how strong the
moulding influences may be, they must fail to develop any
strong sentiment for an abstract object, if that sentiment
involves or implies an emotional capacity or instinct
that is natively defective ; if, for example, a man's native
disposition comprises only a weak instinct of curiosity,
he will hardly acquire a strong sentiment for the life of
learning and research ; if it is defective in the instinct
of self-assertion and its emotion of positive self-feeling,
he will hardly acquire a strong sentiment for self-per-
fection ; if it is defective in the protective instinct and its
tender emotion, he will hardly acquire a strong sentiment
for altruism and self-sacrifice.                                        .

When the abstract, sentiments have been acquired,
they determine our emotional responses to the conduct
and character of ourselves and others ; the intellectual
process of classing an act under its proper heaciing,
the apperception .of :it as an act of justice, of self-rsacrifice>
or of cruelty, is apt to call out at once the appropriate